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Application No. 
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Appticant(s) 

Go 

Examiner 
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Group Art Unit 
3612 





□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 


month(s), or thirty days, whichever 


is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 


Disposition of Claims 

IX! Claim(s) 1-34 


is/are pending in the application. 


Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) 


K! Claim(s) 1 and 2 


1X1 Claim(s) 3-34 
□ Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is iZfepproved QJisapproved. 

1X1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

Kl Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* 1X1 None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
!X1 received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 


□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

XI Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 


— SE£ OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES — 


U- S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 



Application/Control Number: 08/860,182 


Page 2 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Priority 


1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Germany on November 7, 1996. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the German application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Drawings 

2. Figures 1 A, IB, 2, 2A, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, 13, and 18 should be designated by a 
legend such as --Prior Art- because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 


3. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 


Specification 
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forth a process for making and/or use thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where appHcable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 
4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 250 words. It is important that the abstract not 
exceed 250 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used 
by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 
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"means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to 
assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 


The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

5. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not narrative in nature and it 
refers to the speculative merits of the invention. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

6. Applicant is advised on how to arrange the content of the specification. 

Content of Specification 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1.72(a). The title of the invention should be 
placed at the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but 
technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications : See 37 CFR 1.78 and MPEP § 201.1 1. 

© Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research and Development : See MPEP 
§310. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" : See 37CFR 1 .96© and MPEP § 608.05. 
The total number of microfiche and the total number frames should be specified. 

(e) Background of the Invention : The specification should set forth the Background of 
the Invention in two parts: 

(1) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the invention 
pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the applicable U.S. 
patent classification definitions of the subject matter of the claimed 
invention. This item may also be titled "Technical Field." 
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(2) Description of the Related Art : A description of the related art known to 
the applicant and including, if appHcable, references to specific related art 
and problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the applicant's 
invention. This item may also be titled "Background Art." 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention : A brief summary or general statement of the 
invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .73. The summary is separate and distinct from 
the abstract and is directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a 
whole. The summary may point out the advantages of the invention or how it 
solves problems previously existent in the prior art (and preferably indicated in the 
Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in general 
terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of the invention 
or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the invention should be 
treated briefly and only to the extent that they contribute to an understanding of 
the invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s) : A reference to and brief 
description of the drawing(s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .74. 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention : A description of the preferred 
embodiment(s) of the invention as required in 37 CFR 1.71. The description 
should be as short and specific as is necessary to describe the invention adequately 
and accurately. This item may also be titled "Best Mode for Carrying Out the 
Invention." Where elements or groups of elements, compounds, and processes, 
which are conventional and generally widely known in the field of the invention 
described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an understanding and 
use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, they should not be described in 
detail. However, where particularly complicated subject matter is involved or 
where the elements, compounds, or processes may not be commonly or widely 
known in the field, the specification should refer to another patent or readily 
available publication which adequately describes the subject matter. 

(I) Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1 .75 and MPEP § 608.01 (m). The claim or claims 
must commence on separate sheet. (37 CFR 1.52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a 
plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
separated by a line indentation. There may be plural indentations to fiarther 
segregate subcombinations or related steps. 
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(j) Abstract of the Disclosure : A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a single 
paragraph of 250 words or less on a separate sheet following the claims. 

(k) Drawings : See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and MPEP § 608.02. 

(1) Sequence Listing : See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. 

7. The incorporation of essential material in the specification by reference to a foreign 
application or patent, or to a publication is improper. Applicant is required to amend the 
disclosure to include the material incorporated by reference. The amendment must be 
accompanied by an affidavit or declaration executed by the applicant, or a practitioner 
representing the applicant, stating that the amendatory material consists of the same material 
incorporated by reference in the referencing application. See In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 569, 179 
USPQ 157 (CCPA 1973); In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 579, 179 USPQ 163 (CCPA 1973); and In re 
Hawkins, 486 F.2d 577, 179 USPQ 167 (CCPA 1973). 

8. The attempt to incorporate subject matter into this application by reference to any German 
Patent Application, European Patent Applications, or by any other publication except for a U.S. 
Patent is improper because these materials are not readily available to the general public. 

9. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The following is a quotation of 37 CFR 1 .71(a)-(c): 

(a) The specification must include a written description of the invention or discovery and of the manner and 
process of making and using the same, and is required to be in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to 
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enable any person skilled in the art or science to which the invention or discovery appertains, or with which it is 
most nearly connected, to make and use the same. 

(b) The specification must set forth the precise invention for which a patent is solicited, in such manner as 
to distinguish it from other inventions and from what is old. It must describe completely a specific embodiment 
of the process, machine, manufacture, composition of matter or improvement invented, and must explain the 
mode of operation or principle whenever applicable. The best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention must be set forth. 

© In the case of an improvement, the specification must particularly point out the part or parts of the 
process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter to which the improvement relates, and the description 
should be confined to the specific improvement and to such parts as necessarily cooperate with it or as may be 
necessary to a complete understanding or description of it. 

The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1.71 because it fails to provide an adequate 
description of the invention. The Description of the Preferred Embodiments should include more 
than a simple listing of the parts present in each embodiment. This section should also point out 
the how the parts of the invention function during use. Applicant is also reminded that the 
specification, excluding the claims, should be narrative in nature. Although the listing of 
elements and ideas in a the disclosure is permissible, the bulk of the disclosure should be narrative. 
See the cited U.S. patents as examples of disclosures with correct form. 

10. If applicant continues to prosecute the application, revision of the specification and claims 
to present the application in proper form is required. While an application can be amended to 
make it clearly understandable, no subject matter can be added that was not disclosed in the 
application as originally filed. 

1 1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, clear, concise, and exact terms." The 
specification is replete with terms which are not clear, concise and exact. The specification should 
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be revised carefully in order to comply with 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. Examples of some 
unclear, inexact or verbose terms used in the specification are: "ejected from (hurled out of)", 
"compartment (cell)", "uniform (constant)", "clamping means (engaging means)", "arbitrary 
collision", and "spatially S-shaped" . 

Appropriate correction is required. 


12. Claims 3-34 are objected to under 37 CFR L75© as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only and carmot depend 
from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have 
not been further treated on the merits. 

13. The claims are objected to because they include reference characters which are not 
enclosed within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed description of the 
drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same element or group of elements in 
the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so as to avoid confusion with other numbers or 
characters which may appear in the claims. See MPEP § 608.0 l(m). 


Claim Objections 



• 
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14. The claims are objected to because the lines are crowded too closely together, making 
reading and entry of amendments difficult. Substitute claims with lines one and one-half or double 
spaced on good quality paper are required. See 37 CFR 1.52(b). 

15. Claims 1 and 2 are objected to because of the following informalities: Reference to 
specific parts of in the drawings as in the phrase "with the exception of clamping part 15.4a" in 
line 8 of claim 1 is improper. Appropriate correction is required. 


17. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The term "clamping means (clamping parts/clamping parts)" in line 6 of claim 1, the 
phrase "such as clamping holes/clamping blocks" in line 6 of claim 1 , the phrase "clamping 
hooks 15.6/reinforcing rod 17.1d", the term "arrangement" in line 14 of claim 1 and line 2 of 
claim 2 (which fails to distinctly point out the arrangement of the invention), the phrase 
"clamping means 17. Id/ several clamping hooks 15.6" in line 5 of claim 2, and the term "real 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


16. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 


The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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arbitrary collision" in line 1 of claim 2 are all indefinite for failing to distinctly claim subject matter 
of the invention. 

In claim 1, line 1, it is unclear what is meant by the phrase "door truss". 

In claim 1 line 19, the phrase "form-locking by adjustment to the permissible tolerances" is 
indefinite because the term "form-locking" does not clearly recite structure of the invention. The 
phrase "permissible tolerances" is also indefinite since this phrase does not limit the invention to 
any particular range of tolerances. Also the phrase appears to recite a method of manufacture 
(form-locking by adjustment) instead of a structure of the apparatus (an adjustment means) which 
is inconsistent with the preamble of the claim, thus rendering the scope of the claim 
unascertainable. 

In line 20 of claim 1, the term "perfect interengagement" is indefinite since the definition 
of "perfecf is not clearly defined. 

In claim 2, the preamble of the claim seems to be directed to a different invention than that 
in the preamble of claim 1 from which it depends, thus rendering the scope of the claim 
unascertainable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 


19. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Townsend. 
Townsend discloses a vehicle door equipped with a door truss comprising at least two impact 
beams (36), at least one window-guide element (figure 7) to guide and receive a window pane 
where clamping means exist (130, 138, 140, 134, 132, 128) that are equipped with means to 
adjust them to permissible tolerances (lines 38-59, column 10). The vehicle is also equipped with 
a plurality of compound pairs including a vehicle door and vehicle roof, a vehicle door and a side 
rail, a vehicle door and post section, a vehicle door and a vehicle door, and a vehicle door and a 
passenger compartment. 


20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Rossie et al. discloses an interlock device for a vehicle door. Comacchia discloses an 
interlock device for a vehicle door. Pavlik discloses a interlock device for a vehicle door. Ball 
discloses an interlock device for a vehicle door. Hull et al. discloses an interlock device for a 
vehicle door. Thum discloses an interlock device for a vehicle door. Freudenberger discloses an 
interlock mechanism for a vehicle door. 

21 . An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecuting procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in this 


Conclusion 
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field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to 
prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon skillful 
preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. This publication is for 
sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jason Morrow whose telephone number is (703) 305-7803. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-7687. 


jsm 


October 8, 1998 



